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More Than 7,000 Lives Lost in Ohio Flood; Dayton Destroyed
STATE PARALYZED
BY ENORMITY OF
FLOOD DISASTER

In Ruined City of Dayton 5,000 Are Re¬
ported Dead; in Hamilton, 1,000; and in
Piqua, 540, While Other Cities Swell Size
°f Greatest Calamity That Has Lver Be¬
fallen Middle West.Fully 75,000 People
Are Homeless, and Appeal Is Issued to the
World for Assistance in Aiding Sufferers and
Burying the Dead.

l£-peclal to The Times-Dispatch. J
COLUMBUS, OHIO, MARCH 25..GOVERNOR

JAMES M. COX, WITH THE SANCTION OF THE
LEGISLATURE IN SESSION TO NIGHT, ISSUED AN
APPEAL TO THE WORLD FOR ASSISTANCE FOR
OHIO SUFFERERS.

More Than 7,000 Lives Are Lost.
(Special to The Tlmea-Dlspatch.]

Cleveland, Ohio, March 25..More than 7,000 lives
were lost in the fierce flood which swept through Ohio to-
day, leaving in its trail damage estimated far into the mil-!
lions.

The State is paralyzed. Railroad, trolley, telephoneand telegraph traffic is blocked, and the cities in which
hundreds of lives have been lost are cut off almost entirelyfrom communication from the rest of the world.

According to reports, believed to be authentic, 5,000
were drowned in Dayton, fully 1,000 in Hamilton and 5401in Piqua.

75,000 People Are Homeless.
Millions of dollars' damage has been done tti property,fully 75,000 people are homeless, and appeals for aid have

been sent out to the Red Cross.
In Dayton alone 30,000 people are homeless.
The four days' continuous rain filled every reservoir

in the State, and many of them to-day undermined dams
and emptied their contents into the valleys. A wall seven
feet high rushed down into Miami Valley.At 8 o'clock to-night the Mayor of Dayton, Ohio, sent
an appeal to Springfield, Ohio, in which he said probablyn,000 lives had been lost.

A dam in Piqua, Ohio, has gone out, and unconfirmed
reports say that 540 lives have been lost in that disaster.

The Mayor of Dayton asked that food be sent without
delay. Xenia already has started three cars of supplies to
the stricken city.

The Springfield officials are now in session to take ac¬
tion for the relief of flood sufferers.

Flood gates were closed against all trains coming in
or going out of Columbus to-night on all roads except the
Norfolk and Western.

The water was so great that houses were undermined
and carried along in the swift current. Hundreds were
drowned before they had a chance to seek places of safety.The water crept higher and higher, and finally it was
thirteen feet deep at the Union Station. Some parts of
the city were under 300 feet of water.

Mayor Confirms Rumor.
It was at first reported that 8,000 were drowned in

Dayton. Later a message was received from a telephone
operator in the Dayton exchange that he could see hun¬
dreds of bodies floating along through the streets past the
telephone building. At 8 o'clock the Mayor of Dayton,who had escaped from the flood, sent a message declaringthat 5,000 persons were drowned in the city; that 30,000
were homeless, and that the situation was appalling.At 10 o'clock to-night the dam of a reservoir north of
Hamilton, Ohio, burst, and a great flood swept down on
the city. According to word from refugees, 1.000 were
drowned.

In Piqua the river burst the levees, poured throughthe town and trapped hundreds of people in their homes.
The swift current undermined the houses, and it is esti¬
mated that 540 were swept to their death.

In Delaware the Olentangy River became a lake
which covered most of the city. Many were drowned.
People were left clinging to trees, roof tops and telegraphpoles crying for assistance. Owing to the swift current
in the river, the work of rescue was difficult.

In' Cleveland, while no lives were lost, the damagewill reach $2,000,000. The Cuyahoga River swept throughthe manufacturing district in the flats, closed down hun¬
dreds of mills and left more than 50,000 workers idle. The
East Third Street Bridge was destroyed when a big steam¬
er was swept from its moorings and crashed into it. Thou¬
sands of dollars' worth of lumber was swept from the
river and out into the lake. Firemen were kept busy dyna¬miting lumber jams at the bridges.

In Youngstown 25,000 workmen were forced to quitwork when most of the big industries were shut down be¬
cause of the flood. All bridges in the city are guarded.

Naval Reserves Are Called Out..
Naval reserves have been Called to Piqua from Toledo

to render what assistance thev can in caring for the dead
and homeless.

The big bridge dver Miami River, at Middletown, was
'

(Continued on Sixth Pare.)

SEETHING WATER

Accurate Estimate of
Loss of Life NoW Is

Impossible.
DOZEN FIRES ARE
COMPLETING RUIN

Many Residences Swept Away
With Occupants, While on

Roofs of Buildings Are Gath¬
ered Helpless Men, Women

and Children.Famine
Is Threatened.

Water Now Falling
Dayton, March 26 (3:30

A. M.)..The crest was
rcached about midnight,
'nd the water now is fall¬
ing half an inch an hour.

[By Associated I'ross.)
Day (on, Olilo. March ar» Dayton.

except for itM moat remote nuhurha,
to-nlRht nan covrrtd from elicht to
twenty fori nltli n ncclhlnR flood of
wnter. \ny nltrmpt to eNtlniatr thr
low of llfr Ik hoprlrnn.

It In nure fo run Into thr hundrrria,
and Very llkrlj- Into thr thouannda, thr
Mayor placlnR thr tlcnroa nt .">.000. The
property Iomh vrlll totnl mlllloui of dol¬
lar*.

'I he flomlrd district comprlne* a prac¬
tical clrclr, with n raillun of n mllr
and a half, noil In no plnrr la thr r»a-
trr Ira* than all fort deep. In Main
Street, In thr donntown aectlon, the
water la turn It feet deep.

Thr- horror of thr flooded dlmntrr in
he IrIitrnrrt by more than a dozen flrm,
which ran lir *rcn In thr flooded dla-
trlrt. I»ut w hlch nrr out of reach of
fire fighter*.
Moot of thr huftlnea* houNe* and

nearly all the residence* havr oeou-
pnntn. Dnimtonn the officti are tilled
r»Ith men.father* unshlr to grl home,
lo tile upper floora nnd on name of
the roof* of the rcaldence* are helpleaa
rtomen nnd rhlldren. Hundred* of
liouaea, aiiliatantlal building* In the
realdenee dlntrlct*. many of tlirm Tilth
helpleaa occupant*, have heen rraxhed
away.
The numhrr of drowned cannot lie

eatlmated until the flood *ub*ide*.
St. KIlr.aheth'M Ifoapltal. with !100 pa-

tlrnta, n hh reported to havr hron
waahed array. The bulldlnR nan known
t«" he In many feet of wntrr. nnd indi¬
cation* nrr that thr report may prove
true.
The electric light planta were put out

of hualiic*a early In the day. and total
darkneaa, coupled with a torrential
downpour, added to thr horror* of thr
ntfrlit.

Kanilne al*o liecame an Immediate
possibility.

All of thr mipply and Rroccry lionien
are In the NubincrRcd district, nnd at
nildnlRht It nns *nld there nnn not
ruoiiKh bread to la*t the aurvlvorn an¬
other day.
John H. I'atteraon. prcalilenl of thr

Nntlonnl ( null ItcRiMter < ompany, who
headed the relief work In the south
end of the city, went out an appeal for
food niippllcM and for doctors and
medicine. To-niicht .1,000 liomclen*
Wfre housed In hi* company'* office*.

\ fire, which atartcd from an ri-
plonion In the Meyer'* lee Cream Com¬
pany. near \\ yomiliK Street, aprend
and hurned the block on South Park,
about a block from Wyoming. (An¬other liljt fire In reported lo have
burned a downtown block.

t Ity Without Hater.
A breaking; of the Tarleton reser¬

voir. which atippllea trie drinking wn-
tcr, left the 'city without water, and
physician* declared there was Rrent
dnnfter of typhoid In the use of the
flood water.
There are no hont* In Dayton which

ran brcant thr currrnt, and tlio*e on
thr outnldc early grave up any attempts
to reach the hu*lnea* aeetlon.
At Wyoming Street, on thr south

"Ide, where the Vatloiinl Cnsli RcRi.itcr
( ompany centred it* efforts at rrneue,
ninny *nved their live* by creeping on
a cubic 100 feet above the llood.

At flrnt linemen worked their way
alone (he cable*, carrying tow rope*,
to which the flat-bottomed boat* were
at Inched. \\ hen the flood became ao
fierce that the boat* no lonxf r were
able to prerall iiRalnat It, men and
women crept alonR the cubic* to anfety.
Other*, le** dnrlnR, aaw dnrknenn fall
and Rave up hope of reactie.

Tltoac nllllnR to rlak their live* In
(he attempt to rencuc found Iheiuaelvea
helplcN* in face of the wafer.
Seventy IhotlNnud of Dayton'* pop¬

ulation, It In reported, nre homele**.
The National Ca*h IteRlnter plant, on a
hlRb bill, offer* the only linvrn In the
routh end. I'hree women became moth¬
er* In the hnll* of It* offlcr building
(o-nlRht.

In Mlrlnt of Furiou* fllver,
Dayton. <>., March yr, Dayton I* to-

nlRht not bliiR len* than a necthlng
river three mile* wide, a mile and a
half on each nlde of Mnln Street, It*
principal tborotiRbfare. while It I*
entlmnted that from 2,TK)0 to ft.000 peo¬
ple have perished.
A achool bulldlnR that nu lyiown

to have housed no leas tlian 400 aebool
rhlldren shortly before the water runhed
in that direction. I* entirely *uh-
merccd. nnd n* far a* cna heancer-
talned nil of the** little one* met n
watery grave.
Thousand* of thoae who were foafei-

nate enough to have escaped the flmt
ruab of the watera are helng fed to-
nlRht on abort ration*.
The Italcn Tlnllrond Tlrldgethnt ad¬

mit* all except one of tbe railroad*
(Continued on Sixth PageT) ~

9*2.23 to California
vja Waahlneton-Sunaet Rout* until April It.
Personally conducted tourlat aMepInc earn
from Wathlnston without change dally ex-
cej* Sunday. Berth |3. 90: K. ifaln Street.

THOUSANDS DRIVEN FROM HOMES,| ANDNUMBEROF DEAD IS APPALLING
IN FLOOD-SWEPT WESTERN STATES
Omaha Not In Need of Assistance

I Special to The Times-Dispatch. ]Omaha, Neb., March 25.."To the International News
Service:

t

"One hundred and fifty are dead; 300 are injured. Property
loss will reach from $3,000,000 to $4,000,000. We have mat¬
ters well in hand and can get along without assistance. Our
people are responding nobly. Please accept the thanks of our

people for your inquiry. JAMES C. DAHLMAN,
"Mayor."

.f.VMKS ('. DAHLMAX. Mayor of Omaha.

FLOODS AND FIRES
SPREADING DEATH
AND DESTRUCTION

Ohio in Grasp of Biggest Flood in Its History.
Cities Are Isolated,but Reports Place List

of Dead at More Than 5,000
(By the Associated Press.)

Columbus, Ohio, March 2«*>..Leaving death and destruction in its
wake, what is said to he the biggest flood in the history of the State sweptOhio to-day. taking a toll of lives of prohahly more than 5,000, entailing a
h»ss that prohahly will mount into millions of dollars, and literally cut¬ting off this city and more tlinn a half-dozen other towns from the rest ofthe world.

The city practically is isolated because of destruction of wires and thewashing out of bridges, is partially inundnted, in darkness, and without gasbecause of the stage of swollen Scioto River. There were numerous Arcs,and hundreds were rendered homeless.
Meantime, the rain which began Sunday night continues, at times mod¬erate and at other times in torrents. At Dayton probably the worst condi¬tion in the State prevails. Estimates of the number of dead from the floodthere range up to 5,000, nnd while the principal streets of that, city ar^under from ten to fourteen feet of water, the Miami River, given impetusby the breaking of the Laramie Dam, in Shelby County, continues on it.imad rampage, flooding the husifiess section in the city and sweeping dwell¬ings before it.

Dayton Is Cut Off by Rnging Water.
Rocause of the proportions of the flood, it is impossible to reach Day¬ton.
At Delaware, twenty-five miles north of Columbus, from nineteen tofifty are reported drowned as a result, of the flooded Olentangy River, whichbroke out of its banks this morning.
This town also is isolated with the exception of intermittent telegraphservice. One part, is rut off from the other because the river channel runspractically through its centre, thus handicapping rescue work.At Middlotown. it is reported that probably fifteen were drowued when

a bridge on which a number of people were standing watching the flood
was swept away. Several bodies were recovered from the stream.Cleveland, Akron, Toledo and Springfield also have sent out reportBwhich show that probably a total of sixteen lost their lives.

Owing to disabled wire service and conditions in the cities affectedby the flood, it is impossible to foretell accurately the total casualties.As practically every bridge of steam and electric roads leading out ofColumbus were washed away, nearly all train service was annulled to-1day. Only a few street cars were able to operate. In this city to-night.State troops, at the order of Governor Cox, patrol the streets in theflooded sections of the city to-night, and scores of automobiles are busycarrying the suffering to higher ground. *

At- Least 10,000 People Are Homeless.
(Special.to Tho.Tlmes-Dlspnteh. ]

Columbus, Ohio, March 25..At least 10,000 persons are homeless,thousands of dollars' worth of property has been destroyed and the WestSide of Columbus is cut off to-night from the remainder of the city as theresult of the flood from the Scioto and Olentangy Rivers. The light plantis shut down, the city is in darkness to-night;.the water supply is practical¬ly cut off, and many Industrial and business houses are closed. Rain has
(Continued on. Sixth Fass.)

Swollen Rivers and Broken Reservoirs Pour
Their Turgid Waters Over Many Cities in
Several States, Drowning Thousands of

People and Inflicting Enormous
Property Damage.

.

REPORTS FROM STRICKEN DISTRICT
ADDING TO FRIGHTFUL LOSS OF LIFE

Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Missouri Worst Sufferers in
Sudden Deluge Which Sweeps Down Upon Them
Following Storm Which Had Laid Them Prostrate.
5,000 Reported Drowned at Dayton, While Many
Are Known to Be Dead at Delaware.Vast
Areas Are Inundated, and People Are in Ever-
Increasing Danger of Water Claiming Them.Fran¬
tic Appeals for Aid.

Summary of Flood Situation
Dayton, Ohio.Levee breaks, and business section is floodedwith from seven to twelve feet of water. Report of 5,000drowned. Reservoir in Shelby County breaks.
Findlay, Ohio.Business and residential section of city flood¬

ed and hundreds of families driven from homes. Schools and fac¬
tories are closed.

Springfield, Ohio.The Mad River is on a rampage, and
scores of families are homeless.

Delaware, Ohio.Nineteen persons drowned and several hun¬
dred others in imminent danger.

Columbus, Ohio.Ten thousand people homeless, and prop¬erty loss running into the hundreds of thousands.
Lima. Ohio.Five hundred people ha;ve fldd from their homes.Zanesvillc, Ohio.The districts about the edge of the cityare flooded. Wesley Klinger, five years old, was drowned.
Napoleon, Ohio.The Miami River is raging, having risen

fourteen feet in the past twenty-four hours.
Troy, Ohio.The Miami River will reach a record mark.The heart of the city is under water. Miami and Erie Canal has

broken its banks and is flooding the city.
Akron, Ohio.Million-dollar loss reported, hundreds ren¬

dered homeless.
Hamilton, Ohio.One thousand reported dead, and manybridges washed away.
Larue, Ohio.Inundated, many persons homeless, and much

suffering.
West Liberty. Ohio.Mad River overrunning its banks.
Fort Wayne, Ind..St. Joseph. Maumee and St. Mary Rivers

on a rampage. Town without lights, and water famine threat¬
ened. Highest water in twenty years.

Marion, Ind..Five hundred persons forced to flee for their
ves.

Elwood. Ind..Three hundred persons homeless.
St. Louis. Mo..One person known to have been drowned,and many families forced to leave their homes.
Youngstown. Ohio.Twenty-five thousand men are idle by

reason of the closing down of the mills and factories. The flood
is the worst experienced in many years.

(By tho Associated Press.)
Chicago, March 25..Swept by wind and rain storms

of terrific violence for three days, vast areas of the Middle
West, from the Missouri River to the Alleghany Moun¬
tains, to-night are inundated; many persons have been
drowned, and there has been enormous property loss.

Ohio, Indiana and parts of Illinois and Missouri suf¬
fered most severely. Terre Haute, Indianapolis and La¬
fayette, in Indiana, and Delaware, Dayton, Columbus and
Youngstown, in Ohio, present particularly pitiful spec¬tacles. In all of these cities there was some loss of life, ac¬
cording to reports available, and in each city the propertyloss was heavy.

Nineteen Lives Lost in Delaware.
In Delaware, Ohio, nineteen persons are known to

have lost their lives and thirty to fifty others are missing.'Terre Haute, swept by a disastrous tornado last Sunday,to-day was partly inundated, interfering with the remov¬
ing of stricken families. The death list still remained at
twenty, while the list of injured aggregates 250.

At Dayton, where three rivers, the Miami, Stillwater
| and Mad, and another stream, known as Wolf Creek, con¬
join, there were thousands of lives lost, according to some
reports, and destruction of property. For the most part,the city lies on a level flat, with the four streams meetingalmost in the heart of the city. The streams are protectedby levees twenty-five feet high. The levee protecting the
Miami River broke about 6 o'clock this morning, and the
flood was augmented by the rapidly rising waters of other
streams. The situation was made worse by the breakingof the Laramie Reservoir, fifty miles above Davton.

The waters swept through the city. One report which
lacked confirmation was that water in the main streets
was fifteen feet deep. All wire communication except one
slender telephone wire to Phoneton, a station six miles
away, was brpken, and information regarding the status
of affairs in Dayton was difficult to obtain. The telephone
company reported many lives lost, but conflictingreports were persistent. Information from Cincinnati

(Continued on Sixth Page.)


